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Letter from the president 

We received the sad news that the Hebrew Union College (HUC) will be 
closing its Rabbinic program at their Cincinnati campus. The Cincinnati 
campus was where Petoskey, and many other midwestern congregations, 
contracted for student Rabbi services. Not only will there no longer be 
students studying in the Midwest, there is currently a very small number of 
new students in the entire program. Due to the pandemic, no recruiting has 
taken place over the last two years. This has created a shortage of reform 
student Rabbis. Currently there are three new students, the last class in 
Cincinnati, and the future classes also look as if they will be very small.  

What this means for TBI is that we have no student for fall of 2022 and 
chances are we would have no student the following year as well. The Board 
has put together a committee to look at our options – which there are many. 
We are at the very beginning stages of this process so do not know much at 
this point, but we will keep you informed as we go. I can promise that we 
will have spiritual leadership during the year – we just don’t know what it 
looks like yet.

The Leiboviches will be here this summer though! Maya and Menachim 
arrive in Michigan on June 20 and Rav Maya will provide weekly Kabbalat 
services and Torah study beginning June 24.

Shalom –

Valerie Meyerson, President

mailto:rachel.schy@huc.edu


SAVE THE DATE:  AUGUST 12-14, 2022
INTERGENERATIONAL SUMMER CAMP RETREAT
GREAT LAKES EDUCATION CENTER, MANISTIQUE MI

L’Dor V’Dor Upper Great Lakes Jewish Consortium Leadership Team hosted a planning retreat in Munising on 
April 8-10, 2022 to celebrate almost 10 years in existence and to plan for the next 2-5 years.  Facilitator was 
Noah Levine of the Jewish Community Legacy Project. The meeting ended with a motivated and exhilarated 
team that is ready to move ahead with our plans.

The retreat was made possible by very generous grant support from the Jewish Women’s Foundation of 
Metropolitan Detroit, which has mentored and supported us from the beginning, when they approved our 2012 
start-up grant application.  We are indebted to the JWF Trustees, Leadership, and staff for their generosity. 

We made several decisions. Point people are already working on each one. 
Review and revise (if necessary) LDVD Mission Statement.
Increase usage of the LDVD community calendar.
Organize focus groups at each congregation for input into future interests, needs, and programming ideas.
Develop strategies for identifying and engaging people who are not members of the synagogues.
Explore options for leadership development programs and resources, with URJ Small Congregations staff input.
Identify potential new Leadership Team successors and develop strategies preparing them to take over.
Identify themed retreats and programs.
Hire an educational coordinator.
Explore options for a traveling clergy person.
Schedule a Zoom meeting with all the congregations to ensure the preservation of the temples’ cemeteries, to be 
organized by Noah Levine.
Help each congregation create a legacy plan, with assistance from Noah.

Five related goals were decided by the Leadership Team:
Pursue independent non-profit status.
Define and clarify the actual role of LDVD with regional Jews and congregations
Create mechanisms to facilitate direct member financial support for LDVD.
Create intra-congregational family programs.
Add men to the Leadership Team.

Contact Mandy Freidenberg or Carol Ellstein if you would like to become involved.



Temple General Fund   Newsletter Fund  Prayer Book Fund  Rabbi House Fund 
Irene Gordon Memorial Fund  Security Fund  Lee and Miles Jaffe Memorial Fund 
Religious Education Fund  Stacey McCracken Memorial Youth Enrichment Fund 
Alvin’s “Helping Hand” Rosenhaus Memorial Fund  Aubrey and Gerald Meyerson Perpatual Kaddish Fund 

Funds Available
Donation Form

Tree Of Life Fund ($100 per leaf) 
Memorial Wall ($180 per plaque) 

Named Funds Available

Name:
 ____________________________________________________
Address:
_____________________________________________________
Phone:
_____________________________________________________
Email:
_____________________________________________________
My Contribution is in the honor or memory of: 
_____________________________________________________
Circle which fund you are designating (above) and then mail your check and completed form to:
Gus Paz, Treasurer 
Temple B’nai Israel 
PO Box 2416
Petoskey MI 49770 

                                                 Donations
General Fund 
William and Shirley Yolles:  In honor of Gloria Lavine

Perpetual Kaddish 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Bavers:  In memory of  Rose Bavers
Marshall and Jane Crossman: In memory of Samual Crossman
Harold and Linda Friedman: In memory of Helen Braverman
Mrs. Melvy Lewis: In memory of  Milford T. Lewis
Keith and Laura Podob: In memory of Sally Alter
Rhonda Raider: In memory  of Jordan Raider
Hank and Anita Schnider : In honor of  Barry Sterneck, brother of Patty Beck 

Events 

June 2nd 5:30 pm: Act against antisemistism

June 12th 10:00 am: Last Zoom Torah study with Rav Maya 

June 13th 7:00 pm: Temple board meeting 

June 22nd 5:30 pm: Act against antisemistism

June 24th 7:30 pm:  First Shabbat Service with Rav Maya

June 26th 10:00 am: In person Torah study with Rav Maya
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Temple B’Nai Israel 
PO Box 2416
Petoskey, MI 9770 

All Temple events, including Sunday School sponsored programs, are open to all! For 

questions about programs, please contact:

Tot Shabbat: lindsey- kaufmanlb@gmail.com

Shabbat and other events: efreedland@hotmail.com 

7pm TBI Board 

Meeting

 

7:30 pm Shabbat 
Services

10:00 am zoom 

Torah Study 

with Rav Maya

Rosh Hodesh10:00 am Torah Study 

with Rav Maya

5:30 pm Act 
Against 
Antisemitism 

5:30 pm Act Against 
Antisemitism 
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