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As many of you know, I spent my first year of rabbinical school living in Jerusa-

lem. During that year I was able to experience much of what Israeli culture and 

day to day life have to offer. I also had opportunities to spend time with Palestin-

ians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem to learn about their culture and day to 

day lives. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is extremely nuanced, and so a conver-

sation about it ought to also include many diverse understandings.  

 

Yossi Klein Halevi's bestselling book, Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor, shares 

his powerful attempt to reach beyond the wall that separates Israelis and Palestin-

ians. Halevi speaks not only to his Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned 

global citizens, helping us understand painful choices confront-

ing Israelis and Palestinians that will ultimately help determine 

the fate of the region.  

 

I encourage you to read this short yet powerful book and join 

me for a conversation during the upcoming High Holy Days. 

We will discuss some of the themes that Halevi puts forth in 

his book, as well as the many responses he has received from 

his Palestinian neighbors. The most recent edition of his book, 

released earlier this summer, includes many of the Palestinian 

responses.  

 

I look forward to seeing you later this month, and tackling this 

complicated topic over the holidays! 

 

Chodesh Tov! 

 

Maddy Anderson 

Student Rabbi 

 

Note: If you do not already own this book, I recommend purchasing the new 

edition published June 2019 as it includes the Palestinian responses. Find it on 

amazon: https://www.amazon.com/Letters-Palestinian-Neighbor-Yossi-Halevi/

dp/006284492X 

Rabbi’s Corner 

https://www.amazon.com/Letters-Palestinian-Neighbor-Yossi-Halevi/dp/006284492X
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-Palestinian-Neighbor-Yossi-Halevi/dp/006284492X
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Mon., September 9, 7pm — Temple Board Meeting 

Fri., September 13, 7:30pm — Shabbat Service with 

Rabbi Maddy 

Sat., September 14, 10am — Torah Study followed 

by Potluck Dairy Brunch 

Sun., September 15, 10am — Sunday School 

Sun., September 29, 10am — Sunday School 

Sun., September 29, 7:30pm — Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Services 

Mon., September 30, 10am — Rosh Hashanah Ser-

vices 

Mon., September 30, 12:30pm — Tashlich 

Fri., October 4, 7:30pm — Shabbat Shuvah Service 

Sat., October 5, 10am — Torah Study followed by 

Potluck Dairy Brunch 

September Events 

{                                     B’nai Israel                                      } 

 Purchased in 1998 for sixty thousand dollars, 

the current rabbi house has served our commu-

nity well, but has a sinking foundation, crum-

bling window casings, poor ventilation, and out-

dated appliances leading to continually increas-

ing maintenance bills.  

 To solve this costly issue, the temple is en-

gaged in a fundraising campaign for the con-

struction of a new rabbi house, which will im-

prove our campus and help sustain our vibrant 

Jewish presence in Northern Michigan by 

providing safe, accessible housing for the rabbis 

this temple is so fortunate to attract each year.  

For more information, please contact the co-

chairs of the Rabbi House Fundraising Commit-

tee— Val Meyerson and Sally Cannon—or the 

temple president, Gus Paz. Pledge forms are 

available on Temple B’nai Israel’s website.  

Rabbi House Project 

All Temple events, including Sunday School sponsored 

programs, are open to all!   

For questions about programs, please contact:  

Tot Shabbat: lindsey-kaufmanlb@gmail.com  

Shabbat and other events:  

efreedland@hotmail.com 

  

 On the evening of June 26, TBI joined local con-

gregations and about 150 people from diverse reli-

gious backgrounds gathered in Bay View to hear sci-

entific, spiritual, and community speakers talk about 

why faith based communities must take unprecedent-

ed action to mitigate the effects of global climate 

change and what we can do.  

 

 As a result, we have formed the Northern Michi-

gan Chapter of Michigan Interfaith Power and Light 

(NMiIPL) to help hold congregations accountable for 

doing their part in the necessary transition to 0 per-

cent carbon emissions and a clean and renewable en-

ergy economy!  

 

 Temple members Elisa Seltzer and Pam Ovshin-

sky represented our congregation in the planning of 

the event and Elisa served as the program moderator, 

and the builder for our rabbi house construction pro-

ject, Steve Johnston, Sturgeon Bay Woodworks was 

on the congregational panel to talk about building 

methods to generate almost no greenhouse gases. 

 

 We are looking for people to represent TBI on 

the NMiIPL chapter coalition. Please contact Pam 

Ovshinsky at povsh@yahoo.com for more infor-

mation. 

Social Action 
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Funds / Named Donations Available 
 

□ Temple General Fund □ Newsletter Fund □ 

□  Prayer Book Fund □ Building Fund □ 

□ Irene Gordon Memorial Fund □  Oneg Fund □   

□ Lee and Miles Jaffe Memorial Fund □  

□ Religious Education Fund □  

□ Stacy McCracken Memorial Youth Enrichment Fund □  

□ Alvin’s “Helping Hand” Rosenhaus Memorial Fund □  

□ Tree of Life Fund ($100 Per Leaf)  □  

□ Aubrey & Gerald Meyerson Perpetual Kaddish Fund □ 

□ Donor Wall Tile Fund ($48 per tile, plus freight) □  

□  Tribute Fund  (packets of five tributes for $90/pack) □   

Temple B’nai Israel 
Donation Form 

 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

My contribution is in honor or memory of: 

________________________________________________ 

 

Circle which fund you are  

designating (above) and then  

mail your check and this  

completed form to:  

Mark Rothman Treasurer 

Temple B’nai Israel 

PO Box 2416 

Petoskey MI 49770 

 

General Fund 
Julie Edgar  

Mr. Charles Kiefer 

Temple Expansion Fund 
Ivan Behrmann  

Mr. and Mrs. Behrmann 

Mr. and Mrs. Beren 

Dr. Carol Ellstein & Joseph Wildberg: IMO Minnie Drugel, 

Alfred Wildberg  

Dr. Carol Ellstein & Joseph Wildberg 

Mrs. Sue Freedland 

Ms. Rachel Goodstein 

Steve Johnston & Elisa Seltzer 

Rabbi Samuel Karff 

Mrs. Melvy Lewis  

Dr. and Mrs. Joshua Meyerson  

Marcia Mumbrue 

Mr. Jason Page  

Hank and Anita Schneider 

Suzanne Shumway 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuchell 

Steve & Karen Weiss 

Perpetual Kaddish 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Glueck  

Sanford Kopnick & Nancy Magnus 

Alvin’s Helping Hand 
Dr. Carol Ellstein & Joseph Wildberg: For Evelyn Fund 

Raiser 

Donations Received 

See the 2019 Women's Retreat Save the Date.  

 

Women's Retreat Tentative Agenda: https://

docs.google.com/document/

d/1X3nQSvnZ4zikXDQ5KkBzN6LycKFHLVu1DitK

Rni0uU0/edit?usp=sharing  

 

Registration: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSc92kiPN5CtA2d-JBdC_ggSLVaXpyU-

7S92QLjp1JMKDZ6D8g/viewform or http://bit.do/

ldvdwomen 

LDvD Women’s Retreat 
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2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
 

8 

 

9 

7pm — Temple 

Board Meeting 

10 11 

 
12 

 
13 

7:30pm– Shabbat Service  

w/ Rabbi Maddy 

14 

10am — Torah Study fol-

lowed by Putlock Dairy 

Brunch 

15 

10am — Sunday School  

16 

 

17 

 
18 19 

 
20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 24 

 
25 

 
26 

 
27 

 

28 

29 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
10am — Sunday School 

7:30pm — Erev Rosh Hasha-

nah Services 

30 

Rosh Hashanah 
10am — Rosh 

Hashanah Services 

12:30pm — Tashlich 

Oct. 1 

Rosh Hashanah 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

7:30pm — Shabbat Shuvah 

Service 

5 

10am — Torah Study fol-

lowed by Putlock Dairy 

Brunch 
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