
Sagging Floors and Rolling Watermelons: 
The Case for a New Rabbi House 

 

As strong supporters of Temple B'nai Israel, you know about the vibrant congregation we 
have, providing Shabbat services, Sunday School and B'not Mitzvah training, life cycle 
celebrations, and social activities. You know of our long and storied history in Northern 
Michigan, providing a Jewish presence for over 125 years. And you know this because 
you have played a part in creating Jewish life in Northern Michigan, through your 
donations to our Temple. We thank you. 

 
But did you know that our Rabbi House, adjacent to the Temple, is literally falling down? 

 
Purchased in 1998 for $60,000.00, the Rabbi House has served the congregation well by 
providing housing for the many rabbis and their families who come to Petoskey for 
Shabbat weekends, the High Holy days, and our busy summer season. However, over the 
past twenty years, the house has shown its age as well as its limitations in serving as a 
parsonage. The crumbling windows, poor ventilation, and outdated appliances have led 
to increases in heating costs every year. The old-fashioned cellar (think root cellar), 
where the washer and dryer are located, is constantly wet. Even more frightening than 
the (spooky) cellar, is the fact that the foundation is crumbling, leading to sagging floors, 
and creating a defined tilt to each room. Rav Maya, our distinguished summer Rabbi, 
who has lived at the house for the past several summers, tells the story of bringing home 
a watermelon from Bill's Farm Market, which then spontaneously rolls off the dining 
room table. 

 
Clearly, something needs to be done. If we want to continue to attract dynamic, quality 
rabbis like Rav Maya, we need to provide safe, accessible housing for them to stay. 
Consideration was given to remodel; however, the costs for the renovation needed were 
significant, and close to that of new construction. After agreeing that keeping the Rabbi 
House close to the Temple was best, rather than look off campus, the Board brought the 
issue to the congregation at the 2017 Annual Meeting, who voted to proceed with a 
fundraising campaign for a new Rabbi House that would sit "on campus" and serve our 
needs for many years to come. 

 
Preliminary estimates put the cost of a new 3 bed room, 2 full bath, 1900 square foot 
home of conditioned space, furnishings and landscaping, at $350,000.00. The plan would 
be to keep the house at the same location, but improve its position on the lot to maximize 
parking, grounds, and flow through the gardens to the back doors of the Temple. This 
plan would enhance and improve the entire "campus," connecting the Rabbi House and 
Temple in a way that's been missing. Every attempt would be made to build sustainably, 
using as many green materials and methods available and within our budget. 



Temple B’nai Israel- Rabbi House Pledge Form 

Thank you for considering a gift to the Rabbi House Fundraiser, a gift that will help raise a new house 
and dramatically improve the TBI campus. Building a sustainable house, with improved grounds, will 
help to attract distinguished rabbis and ensure a vibrant Jewish presence in Northern Michigan for 
many years to come. 

Donor(s) Name(s): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address: Summer: _________________________________________________________________ 
       
 

   Winter: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phones: Home:______________________________Cell: ___________________________________ 
 
 
Total Pledge Amount: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Terms of Pledge/ Date of first payment: _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Donor Signature: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please check if you wish your gift to be anonymous:   
 
 
Additional Instructions: ______________________________________________________________  
 

Check here if you would you like a board member to contact you:  

 

Please return this form to 
Mark Rothman, Treasurer 
Temple B'nai Israel 
PO Box 2416 

               Petoskey, MI 49770 
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